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THE 


Tux Freethinker prosecution has ended in a conviction of all the parties put at the ! 
bar with sentence of twelve, nine, and three months’ imprisonment respectively on 7 
the editor, publisher, and printer. The defence was founded mainly on the position | 
that in this country free expression of opinion was permitted on all speculative and 

h: religious questions, It was contended that the views put forward in their books 

| by many men of scientific and literary eminence were just as antagonistic to the 
Christian faith as anything that had appeared in the co.amns of the .Freethinker. 
Had the prosecution been based merely on the expression of a certain set of 
opinions hostile to Christianity, such a defence would have been sufficient to pro- 
cure an acquittal. It has come to be acknowledged that force is not the proper ___—. 
weapon for the support of truth and the suppression of error. A man has a right 
to hold his own religious views, and also to dissominate them by appropriate 

. means if he thinks proper. Harm may sometimes accrue from the use of such 
liberty for propagating noxious opinions, but, on the whole, it is better to run that 

risk than to stop men’s mouths by violence. More harm is done in the long ran 
_by « repressive than: by a tolezant system, and if error sometimes wins its way 
for @ time, it will be overthrown at last by the mightier force of truth. The case 
against the Freethinker was not, however, precisely of this complexion. The libels 
on which the prosecution was instituted were of a gross and foul nature, and were 
such » violation of the decencies of common life, as well as an outrage on the 
feelings of the community, that thcy deserved to be visited with a severe penalty. 
Freethinking views could not be allowed to constitute a reason for impunity in 
regard to such an offence as this. When scepticism resorts to such weapons, 
it shows its own degrading effect on those who are its votaries. Atheism has 
sometimes boasted of its alliance with culture, intellect, and refinement of manners, 
and has even advanced its claim to a superior morality to that which is taught in 
Scripture. When tried by ite fruits, however, its boastings are soon belied. Men 
swho have no God to worship and adore are not likely to be ennobled with any | 
godlike quality. If the soul of man is nothing but the animating spark of the ' | 
fleshly frame, it semns to be the proper inferénce that men should live mainly for 
the flesh. Materialism is necessarily 4 debasing creed, and morality bas no sure 
and certain basis apart from religion. The foul attacks of papers like the Free- 


Some remarks have been made on of 
as it was alleged, from the position of strict neutrality on political questions which 
it hee always seatetnined. It has been supposed that this impartial attitude has 


| 


o-wd 


rf 


The question of paying workmen in public-houses has been dea! with in-the 


ment has been obliged in numberless cases to stép in and protect the poorer 
classes from evils inflicted on them by those who were in a position to take 
advantage of their condition. We hail whatever promotes the cause 


of 
ance, for we are convinced that a wide-spread sobriety would effect a most whole- 
some revolution in the condition of the working classes, —- 


The Bill for ‘the suppression of pigeon-shooting will be hailed by every right. 
hearted Christian man. Whatever defence may be set up for field sports, nothing 
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Ff been sacrificed by the invitations to meetings convened for prayer “ that the 
| name of God may always be honoured in the Statute-book and by the Legislature 
| of the Nation.” This has been construed into a step taken against the present 

Liberal Government with reference to the Affirmation Bill, which they have 
announced that it is their purpose to endeavour to carry during. the present 

' session. We trust that it will be understood thet the action of the Alliance was 

) not of this nature. All Christians must naturally desire that our legislators should 

| be God-fearing men. Whatever may be the legal terms of admission to Parlia- 

ment, we cannot but hope that constituencies will elect men of this charscter ; 

7 and our wish would be that the House should consist entirely of such 

representatives as command the respect and good-will of the whole community. 
We deem it unfortunate that Mr. Bradlaugh and the Affirmation Bill should 
| in any way be coupled . With the abstract measure many would 
pu | 
Mr. 
| apply in case of falsehood as would follow a conviction for perjury. In regard to 
4 the proposed Bill, in its political bearings, it is not within our province to offet 
any observations. Various considerations come into play in that aspect of the | 
case which will be better discussed in other quarters. 
House of Lords, and it is high time that a stop should be put to such a practice. 
| There is literally nothing to arge on its behalf. There are already too many 
| things to allure the workman to the public-house, and it is the last place to which 
; he should be brought by his employer. A certain pressure is often put on him by 
; the system from which he ought most certainly to be protected. The man who 
' takes the whole of his wages home is the most likely to make his home a happy 
place, and the least likely to end his days in the workhouse. The less he is in 
the tap-room the better it will be for his wife and children. -It isin one respect 
a strange thing that the power of law should be required to prevent employers 
rom followmg snch practices ne i hort sich tor nA Parlin. 
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of the kind will apply to this base and detestable amusement. Hunting, grouse- 
shooting, and rod-fishing are healthful occupations, seasoned frequently with some 
hardship and sometimes with a little spice of danger. Many kind-hearted and even 
eminently Christian men have been fond of them, and seen no harm in them. 
Pigeon-shooting, however, is simply a cruel and unfeeling sort of gambling; and 
it ia time it went the way of cock-fighting, bear-baiting, badger-drawing. and other 
bratal amusements of the same description. ‘‘ A righteous man regardeth the life 
of bis beast, but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” The Gospel teaches 
us to be kind to the lower creatures, for our Heavenly Father feedeth them : 


“ Taught by the Power that pities me, 


The Salvation Army has called forth a remarkable amount of comment, some 
of which has proceeded from new quarters. The incidents which have taken 
place in Switzerland have naturally led to considerable discussion, and the action 
taken by the local authorities in cipelling Miss Booth and Miss Charlesworth 
has been generally condemned. At the same time, it is to be noted that the 
opposition to the Army in Switzerland has not teen confined to the irreligious 


class. The movements of the have not commended themselves to the 
sympathy and good-will of some who truly earnest anddevout. The pamphlet 
of the Countess de Gasparin this view, though no doubt in an extreme 
form. The letters which have written by the Rev. Mr. Charlesworth 


‘the Army, and Mr. Booth, in his speech at Exeter Hall, has deemed it necessary 
to refer to the criticisms and forebodings of “the Christian newspapers.” These 
various incidents appear to show that the Salvation Army is separating itself 
more distinctly from the general religious life of the Christian world, and that it 
will hold on its own course, unfettered and unaided by other Christian organize- 
tions. We are not disposed to take up our parable concerning its fature career ic 
the way of prophesying either good or evil. There is one principle, however, 
which we very strongly hold, which is that Christ's work mrst be done in Christ's 
own way. All means employed for spiritaal ends must be consonant to the end 
in view. Perhaps there is no Church that could stand the application of this test 
in regard to every part of its activities or its history. There is a perpetual tempt- 
ation to use worldly means to senwe immediate successes, forgetting that the 
standard of spiritual life is always kwered by recourse to any such devices. How — 
‘much is done every day to get money, or secure popularity or position, which 


I learn to pity them.” 
When cruelty and gambling combine, we have two of the most demoralizing | 
agencies in united operation ; and we envy neither the actors in the inhuman 
scene nor the spectators, fashionable though some of them may be, who are 
____ drawn to witness the so-called “ sport.” 
and Mr. Booth in regard to Miss Charlesworth’s connection with the Army, have 
not tended to exalt the writers in the estimation of the public. The father of the 
young lady appears to have acted in a weak and vacillating manner, while Mr. 
) Booth, on the contrary, lays down principles which seem to lead naturally to the 
sacrifice of every other duty and consideration to that of devotion to the Army. 
The position he thus arrogates to his cause is not one the general public or even 
the Christian public are likely to acknowledge. Then his scheme for a great ‘‘ deposit 
bank ‘' has been regarded as a very questionable piece of procedure, and one 
which, if persisted in, may draw serious consequences afterit. Mr. Spurgeon has 
felt himself constrained to lift up his voice in protest against the eccentricities of 


‘did, or ever will do, any real good. 


| LITERARY. 
Tuar Christianity mnst be the proper religion for : 
inferred from the fact that it has been indissolubly associated with the welfare 
and progress of mankind. The nations which have embraced the faith of the 


elements than the clear and simple principles of the faith as it is in Jesus, its 
vitalizing power has been greatly impaired, if not altogether lost. Popery 
neutralizes the living evergy.of the Gospel by fettering it in the iron bonds of an 
alien and antagonistic system, so that its true effect cannot be adequately noted 
in the history of Roman Catholic countries. Other forms of religion, neither 
properly heathen nor yet Christian, have achieved wonderful successes for a 
season, but have showed in turn that they were incapable of exercising a 


critical conditiun of the Turkish Empire, which has long filled Europe with 
anxiety and disquietude, and led to sanguinary wars, the last of which, it is to be 
feared, has not yet been waged. The fact that England rules over an immense 
Mohammedan population in India ought to invest the question with greater 
attraction to ourselves. The atiempt to revive the spirit of Islam which is going 
on at present in Northern Africa, adds another important element of interest to 
the study of the genius and development of this once powerful religion. We 


_ welcome, therefore, the appearance of a work entitled “Annals of the Early 


Caliphate,” frum the able pen of Sir William Muir (Smith, Elder and Co.). It is a 
continuation of the “ Life of Malomet” by the same author, and the materials for 
it have been derived from original sources as contained iu Arabic chroniclers. The 


see no new phase cf development, spiritual, social, or political. Swathed in the 
rigid bands of the Koran, is powerless, like the Christian dispensation, to 


it failed to leaven domestic life. cankerworm of polygamy, divorce, servile. 


concubinage, and the veil, lay at the root. And society, withering under the 
influence of these, soon relapsed into barbarism again.” One sentence in this 
extract is very awkwardly expressed. The author seems to say that the Christian 
cuspensation.\s poceries like Islam, while he really means the opposite, as we 


~_- 


“ 
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Apostles established the Christian Church by preaching and by prayer, and these, 
decayed. No form of heathenism has been found consistent with intellectual and 
social advancement. Where Christianity has borrowed largely from other 
permanently beneficent influence. None of these possesses greater interest to us 
than the Mohammedan faith. At one time the fierce tide of conquest threatened . 
to bring all Europe under the sway of the fanatical disciples of the Arabian 
prophet. In marvellous contrast to that early strength of Islam is the present 
| ry Ol the first four pbs 
a with the establishment of the Abbasside dynasty on the ruins of the Omcyyad 
: house. ‘‘ Islam had now run its course of growth and e. After this, we 
varying Circumstances of time and place,and to pace 
| with, if not to lead and direct, the progress of society and the elevation of the race. 
a In the body politic, the spiritual and the secular are hopelessly confounded ; and 
4 we fail of perceiving any approach to free institutions, or any germ whatever of 
| popular government. Nor has there been anywhere change or advance 
4 perceptible in the state of society. Civilization did not penetrate the family; 
| | 
> 
q 
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One noteworthy and satisfactory feature in our times is the wide diffusion 
of interest in the results of biblical scholarship. While students prosecute 
their researches in regard to the sacred text into several branches of 
criticism and exegesis, a number of works are laid before the general 
Christian public which serve to make them more intelligently acquainted 
with the contents of Holy Scripture. Pa Cambridge Series have been 
very available in that direction, although the same standard of excellence 
is not by any means attained by all the volumes of that issue, the annotations 
in some cases. being all that could be wished, while in others @ great deal 
of space is needlessly occupied with an account of various renderings and offer 
comparatively trivial matters. It is as well, however, that with all the excellence 
of the Cambridge Series, it should not be left alone in the field. There is a sect 
of “ Handbooks for Bible Classes” appearing in Edinburgh (T. and T. Clark), of 
which we have just received the last, “On the Romans,” written by Dr. David 
Brown, author of the ‘‘ Second Advent.” It is a sound exposition, clearly divided 
into appropriate sections, and written in a style plain and good, but perhaps slightly 
pedantic. The following opinion we fully agree with: * While all Scripture has 
stamped its impress indelibly on the Christian world, perhaps it is scarcely too 
much to say that—apart from the Gospels—for all the precision and the strength 
which it possesses, and much of the spirituality and the fire which characterize it, 

the faith of Christendom in its best periods has been more indebted to this 

Epistle than to any other portion of the living oracles. It supplies, to a larger 
extent than most are aware of, both the bone and the marrow of the evangelical 
system, as handed down from the beginning, and as received in the living Church 
of every name. Not only every sentenee teems with thought, but every clause ; 
while in some places every word may be said either to suggest some weighty 
thought, or to indicate some deep emotion.” 


The compassionate spirit. which has sown itself in so many works of love, 

~ stunulated by the ining“power of the blessed Gospel, manifests itself ever 

anew in some fresh department of enterprise on behalf of the needy and 

ris suffering. It seems as if every success achieved in alleviating some specific form 

of human misery, resulted in disclosing some other scene and class of victims 

- who in their turn demanded the succour of a helping hand) The channels into, 

« Which the stream of charity may flow appear to multiply as the waters rise to fil) 
them. The necessities of the most sunken classes are not the only ones which | 

-. @ppeal for syrapathy to such as are able to help. There are sections of society of 

& different grade from these, where philanthropy can find much to do, and it is 

pleasant to learn how the sufferers are searched out and how much is done on 

their behalf. Shop assistants, young mothers, governesses, and gentlewomen in 

decayed cireumstances have some provision made for them in the shape of rest, 

sustenance, and change of air in appropriate localities» We have the account of 

one such institution—namely, the London and Brighton Female Convalescent. 

| Home—given us by Miss Corke, in a little volame entitled “ What Shall we Do 
with Them ?”’ (J. Nisbet and Co.) The narrative is touching, and the excellence of 
° the institution, thns made more widely known, will, we trust, draw to it increased 
support. 
+ seine A large increase in the hymns of the Church has been a token of revived 
life and zeal in spiritual things. Hearts warmed with new love and joy have 
delighted to express themselves in fresh strains of praise and thanksgiving. Good 
hymns also are’a potent instrument in the work of missions among the ignorant 


| ie 


| 
| 
. 


and poor. For such a specific purpose, it is well that & special collection should 
be made, evangelical and ansectarian, not too meagre in point of number nor 
one-sided in point of taste, and at so moderate a price as may make it largely 
available for use in the hands of City missionaries and district visitors. Such a 
collection has been published by the Religious Tract Society, under the title of 
“ A Hymn-book for Mission Services.” 
ON THE ANVIL. 

Tux furnace and the hammer are needed to prepare instruments for purposes of 
use in the economy of human life ; the flames soften the rugged metal, and the 
blows beat it into shape. Without passing through the fire, and being smitten on 
the anvil, it would be of little service to the world. In like manner, men are 
often afflicted that they may be of use to others. St. Paul says to the Corinthians, 
“ Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation.” One point of» 
advantage is specified by him in the comfort he has received in his own tribulation 
—*that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of Got.” None can so well soothe the 
sorrows of aching hearts as those whose own bosoms have been pierced with 
sharp arrows of grief and anguish, and who have themselves found healing in the 
balm of Gilead, Personal experience is the best school for teaching sympathy. 
The world is full of mourners, and has great need of comforters, and such are 
prepared for that kind and gracious office by being made to drink deep themselves 
of the cup of sorrow. It is the stricken hand that best learns the art of wiping 
away the sufferer's tears. In the work of the Gospel it & the wounded conscience 
more especially that demands the utmost skill and sympathy to deal with it 
aright. Some men bave been mighty masters in this branch of blessed labour, 
and if we inquire into the matcer, we shall find that such have usually passed 
through very sharp soul distresses in their own history. Bunyan's record of -his 
own life, as given with such pathos and simplicity in his ‘‘ Grace abounding to the 
chief of sinners,” enables us to understand many a passage in his “ Pilgrim,” as 
well as the wonderful fulness and frankness with which he presents the Gospel in 
his smaller writings. No one could come to the aid of souls assaulted by the 
evil one with better effect than he who had in his own long and dark experience 
been made to understand the depths of Satan. He knew every turn and trick of 
the enemy, for he had been pressed very sorely, and had been obliged to fight a 


_ very hard battle before he won the victory. Luther said that three things were 


needed to make a minister—namely, study, prayer, and tribulation. He 
must be a master in the Word, he must receive largely of the Holy Spirit, to 
make the word effectual to his own heart amt soul, and through manifold trials 
must his knowledge grow practical, aud his spiritual life be developed through 
discipline. That mighty faith which accomplishes heroic deeds in the kingdom of — 
our Lord is usually nurtured in a school of hard and sore adversity. The. price 
ef being greatly useful has often to be paid in pain. The sword which is destined 
to achieve some marvellous victory has first to be most carefully tempered. 


“Why should we grudge the suffering if it fits Gs for so blessed a wiission ? 


Let us be like incense, content to burn, that our fragrance may flow forth. 


For life is not as idle ore, 
But iron dug from central 
And heated hot with burning fears, 


— -— _ And dipp'd in baths of hissing tears 


And battered with the shocks of doom— 
To shape and use, 


of 


. 
4 
| 
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FRANCE. 
[From our own Oorreapoedent | @Aleagon are gone to visit the Oxus, and 
Paris, March 17, 1863. will probably penctrate into Ledia-—tbeir 
A ounsous fact, which should sot many study to be the Russian military 
heads and hearts and consciences working, The Churches are in considemble 
waa the way in which the chief man con- reapecting the contemplated withdrawal 
ducting the case against the Anarchists at the funds given by the communes when the 
» Lyons was reminded by ti. erisoners that parish budget is not up to the mark, and | 
they bad only carried out hie own printed theit participation in church repair, and 
theones | The winged words whistling end | also the produce of the funessl expenses ant 
flying by the million through the daily press, side of the sacred edifice, The gradual 
and speeding over hill and vale, continent advance towards the loosening of the bonds | 
and ocean, with an abundance and velocity between. Charch and State is to be noted, | 
never before attained, bring forcibly to mind The Roman Catholic elergy are g.aerally wy 
the word of the Lord: “Hear, O Barth: | im arme agsinst the educational | 
behold, I will bring evil upon this people, used inthe public schools; the salary of 
even the fruit of their though's.” The | several curée has been suspended in conse- | 
violenes of the provocations, the Setanic | quence. Though neutrality is aimed a, | 
falsehoods and hellirh waggestions devoured neutrality is not any religion, bat no religion. 
day by day by the public, mast produce evil A move in the right direction is the gromping 
devices and evil deeds, For the first tim of children, on Thursdays, in classes of ten or 
since twelve yeare ago, & lot of discontented twelve, to be taught the Scriptures by ladies 
men turned out in Paris, and were duly who receive them at their houses, .This- 
befooled by Anarchists, among whom were plan sacceeds well. | 
| noticed Bonapartists and other menarchical Fether Hyaciathe has been lecturing in the 
and a numerous crowd of motley |Soath, but without much sccsptance; is 
character as lookerson, The bleck fag Marseilles, the Anarchists disturbed his mest- 
was slipped into the hand of Louise Michel, ing. 
a few bakers’ shops were pillaged, and a few ‘A well attended week's mission to the 
blows dealt. Bat it did not take, and no English was held ia D’ Aznesseau Charch, by 
second turn-out could be got up. In Lyons, the Rev. F. Pigou, ».p. ; carly communion, | 
this stremge woman refused to go to the |sermons, Bible readings, evangelization, and 
meeting at which she was expected, and the alier-mectings ; very ecloma, searching, quist, 
disappointment occasioned confusion worse and, it ie believed, successful. 
confounded. It will be remembered that she | - Liberal bequests have been made by M. 
was a Roman Catholic, a writer, and « post, | B. Leris, of Castres, to M. John Bost's 
before disappointed hopes turmed her inte Asylums, of « mansion worth 109,000 fr., 
the channel of thought which led ber to be besides 50,000 fr,; &% the Crest Orphanage, 
exiled after the Commane, imprisoned since 80,000 fr.; to the Ayricultaral Colony of 
her return, and now has made her perfectly St. Foy, 10,000 fr. ; to the poor of Castres, 
mad on the political question. A mad leader 36,000 fr.; besides all the residue of bis estate 
of the mad ! ; The anniversary of the Paris Religions 
Necessarily all mobs tend to cause trade to Tract Society, and-of some others, be 
decline cash to disappear, rich familiea to| held out of Paria this year; which 
hasten their summer retreat, aad travellers to supposed to be a happy innovation, too many 
through mpidly without spending their | annual meetings being Sele, 
money ; thus promoting depression, anxiety, week devoted to them. The town is not yet 
and agitation. The Jules Ferry Government designated for this experiment of decantraliza- 
has takec a firm grasp of the situation, and 4 | tion. 
favourable vote has given it present stability. We remember once being in « Southexe 
The Orleanist Princes are deprived of thei city, about to commence a8 Genes 
active service without losing their rank in effort in rather an unusual form, a well- 
the army; the Dukes de Chartres and known Protestant said, “ You will be killed 
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and trath. I received her with joy into the 


Church, and sent ber her certificate of admis- | eq 


sion, which she hastened to put into a frame. 


* Now,” said she, ‘every one will know what | t 


T am.’” 

The Pope bas had a new title given to him 
lately upon the occasion of his passing 
through a new experience, which marks the 


number, was not, as stated by 
inadvertence, a member of the Italian Free 
Church, but of the Waldensian Charch in Pisa. 
From the Twelfth Evangelization Report of 
the Italian Free Church we take the following 
a long peri 


to enjoy. 


also a long experience in the practical 
nance of a Christian work. Many of the be- 


many advantages, have gone to a better 
world ; but their places have been filled by 
ually noble and generous friends, 


AN occasional correspondent writes as fol- 


lows 
Sart Dame Avelines, March 6, 1883. | 


The work of the Belgian Missionary Chris- | ong 


tian Church continues to prosper, and the 
blessing of God remains in a remarkable 
manner npon it. In Brussels, meetings in 
French and Flemish, recently begun in a 
very populous neighbourhood, are numerous)y 
attended by persons hitherto entirely unac- 
Aquainted with the Gospel. In different 


other parts of the town, our work amongst the | churches number from 250 to 750 adult 


BELGIUM. 


In the Flemish provinces we have 
difficulties to contend with ; at Ostend, how- 
ever, the small flock is prospering and 
gradually increasing. 

It is in the French-speaking part of the 
country that the work apperrs under the 
most fayourable aspect. Some of our 
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the conversation in these terms: “The priest | of three centuries. Certain taxes 
is coming in an hour to give me the Com- by the Italian 
munion ; [ ask you, as « last favour, to recite the usnal legal 
the prayers with me.” Poor Besso wad Joachim 
: to the heart. “Ob, my mother, you know Pope ; con- 
that I cannot do that.” “Then go awiy, and business at the Vatican Palace, 
do not appear here again,” and she tarned her The taxes were duly paid, and 
face to the wall. “ Mother, mother!” made out to “ Citizen Joachim 
exclaimed the son, in his anguish, “ ack for 
all that I have ; ask for my blood, and you referred 
shall have it; but do not ask me to deny my 
Saviour in offering to creatures the worship 
that belongs only to Him!” “Go; you are 
no longer my son.” Fall of grief, Besso left 
the house, and wandered about, finding 
comfort only in communion with Him who 
could deliver him from this trial. Towards church. Expe- 
evening, he felt impelled to return to the every ve been passed 
| house, and venturing with mach hesitation to 
enter the room, his mother held out her hand gone into positions of influence in 
to him, saying, “ Be my son; I will respect others have left for foreign 
yoar convictions, and you will respect mine, other and more distinctive 
and stay with me and close my eyes.” Church of Christ; but the 
Atone ner Virtace.—* Let me tell has been maintained, 
° you in two words about the first-fruits ranks have been recruited 
of Seciol-a,” writes Signor HM “A ical Academy in Rome, 
young girl of eighteen, who, after having | lly of our pastors and 
| read the Gospel and understood that Christ | elders, receive a preparstion for the ministry, 
alone is ‘the way, the truth, and the life,’ | which their fathers greatly desired, bat were 
decided to break with error, and to yield | not privileged ER =4Thirtcen years are 
ployed all the means in his power to make 
ber retarn to the mass, but without success. | loved friends who rejoiced in this humble yet 
Alone in her village, while ali the other | honourable experiment of a native- Italian 
inhabitants are engaged in their Popish | Church, with its many weaknesses and yet 
ceretffonies, she worships God in sincerity | 
believe in this work of grace, and wish 
the purely evangelical principles of 
: tmnovement ; so that the Lord has verified 
| Lord will provide.” | g 
But much remains to be done before this 
to be. 


members, al] having come out of Romanism. 
Every year there are many genuine and well 
conversions among those who 


Cluriatian life is manifested in our churches 
by faithfulness to evangelical principles, and 
by missionary activity ; our brethren having 
many occasions of the steadfastness 
of their faith and their zeal for truth, amidst 
a which, while professing Roman 
Catholiciam, is mostly addicted to unbelief 

It ia unecessary to repeat what has often 
been said, and I will confine myself to relating 
a few facta. 

The little flock at Morville, recently formed 
under peculiarly interesting circumstances, 
living completely isolated, I'ke an advance 
guard, in « district wholly Popish, had last 


the master of the house, and even endeavoured 
to prevail upon his wife and children to leave 
him, offering to provide for them. Under 
these trying circumstances, our friend showed 
great firmness. The meetings still continue 
at a short distance from his house, 

In the same neighbourhood, a member of 
our church-had been the means of bringing 


Apri 
his sister, who was dangerously ill, to « saving 
knowledge of the trath. §he died soon alter ; 


bear witness to it before their new neighbours, 
and they keep in communication with the 


of 
end a good number of Roman Catholics come 
regularly to hear a pastor who lives a few 


and, her a 
= the burial service was performed by a priest. 
: The house was filled with relatives and friends. 
| The brother of the deceased was asked by the 
. people to speak, and he bore witness to his 
: sister's faith, and related her conversion. 
; When the priest arrived, and just as he was 
: going to head the funeral procession, our 
: friend obtained permission to speak again, 
: and, in presence of the priest, announced the 
; salvation through Christ alone. Many of 
: the hearers had tears in their eyes as they 
listened to his appeals, and a deep impression 
| was made. 

On many sides, a similar feeling of sym- 
pathy with the disciples of the Gospel is to 
be remarked amongst the. Roman Catholic 

month to withstanc ) assaults from the | population. It is particularly shown by the 
inbabitants, who assembled before the little | readiness with which the people go to hear 
chapel, headed by a leader, under pretence the Gospel preached in the burying grounds, 
of having public discussions. Threats were | where it constantly happens that from 500 
uttered, expressing the intention of rooting | to 1,000 hearers press round the open grave 
out Protestantiem from the place. This | to listen to the pastor. 
show of opposition is to be attributed to the| Here is an instanc: of another kind. A 
additions made to our number last winter. | Roman Catholic family, who had been living 
Some of those who had joined us lost courage | in the neighbourhood of one of our churches, 
and left us, bat on others the effect was to | had returned to their village, situated in « 
| confirm their resolution of throwing in ‘their | remote part of the country. They had learned 
lot with us. One of them said, “Now I | to know Christ as revealed in the Gospel, and 
have made up my mind never again to put | it was soon remarked that they did not go to 
my feet inside a Romish church.” mass or attend any church ceremony. The 
- A member of the same vongregation, who | devout part of the population turned against 
had come to work near Charleroi, began at | them, but those—now everywhere more and 
, once to evangelize his fellow-workmen, and | more numerous—whom the conductsof the 
was the cause of their purchasing nine Bibles | priests has disgusted with Romanism, ex- | 
| and several New Testaments; and having | pressed s wish to hear the Gospel preached. 
asked them to come to the house where_he/ Accordingly, an evangelist went there with 
| i lodged to hear the evangelist, forty of them, | three of our brethren. They spent three 
all Roman Catholics, responded to his invita- | days in the village, held several meetings, 
4 tion. and disposed of seventeen New Testaments 
, In a village near Liége, a man who had | and distributed 500 tracts, 
3 had frequent opportunities of conversing with If our churches every year gain many 
t Protestants, at last asked one of them to come | new members, they are also constantly losing 
: to his house to announce the Gospel, in the | some through emigration. But those who 
) truth of which-he declared wimeelf a believer. | leave us remain faithful to the truth, and 
Roman Catholics came in crowds to hear the 
ig attentively. The priest, seconded by several | church to which they had belonged. 
. influential persons, used all his power against | A pious woman whose husband had found 
= | work in France, was obliged some months 
; ago to join him. She had prayed that this 
j change of abode, which caused her much re- 
; gret, might turn to the glory of God. Shortly 
after her arrival, her house became the centre 


AMERICA. 
Tue New York Independent remarks con- | Sabbath-school class of twelve young ladies 


cerning the Boston Monday LecturSthip : 
“ Unquestionably the excitement iu theological 
circles caused by the Andover discussion, as 
to whether death ends has not 
died oat yet, if the great crowd of intelligent 
people, among whom were many clergymen, 
which racked Tremont Temple, Jan. 15, at 12 


occupied, as was also about all the standing 
room. Notes were taken by many; and 


have all decided to become Christians, and 


In the course of « sketch of 
the late Governor Morgan, the New York 
Observer says : “ The Hon. Edwin D. Morgan, 
whose death occurred on February 14th, 
1883, was « typical American citizen, as fine 
an example of the capabilities and fruits of 
our Republican institution as the country has 


ever produced. A son of the soil, be was 
born February 8, 1811, on. his father’s farm, 
in the town of W Berkshire 


County, Mass. As Chairman of the National 
Committee, Mr. Morgan called to order the 
Convention held in Chicago in May, 1860, 


the increased burdens imposed by the 


and 
He 
and 
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leagues off. This family, not long previously Our Sunday-schools are progressing. Seve- 
converted from Romaniem, bas thus, in «| ral are missionary schools—that is, schools 
foreign land, been the means of forming «| conducted by members of our church for 
new group of believers in Christ, and of | Roman Catholic children, who are often the 
commencing a work of evangelization. cause of their parents attending our meetings, ) 
Our ten Bible readers have during the last | and afterwards joining our churches. 
six months held 900 meetings, paid 3,550, The above are a few recent facts which | 
visita, with reading of the Scriptures and | will suffice to show that God is with as in 
prayer. The elders of our churches also | the work we are carrying on. We bope that | 
hold a great number of meetings, and prove | He will also incline the hearts of our friends ! 
most efficient aids to their pastors. We | abroad to continue the help which has been ) 
have thus about 7,000 meetings every | so valuable to us, and of which we stand in 
o'clock, to hear what Joseph Uook had to say on ) 
the subject, is a good criterion. Every seat was | 
there was a general reaching for note-booke, 
and the passages were carefully taken down. 
. Although there was little applause, the | at which Lincoln was nominated. Governor 
audience were occasionally strongly moved by | Morgan’s administration of the State Govern- | 
the speaker's powerful and confident presenta-| ment was one of marked economy and 
tion of points againet future probation. His | success, The credit of the State was im- 
| assertidh that, just at death, between apparent | proved, the debt was decreased, and the 
| of | cqpals were strengthened and made to per- 
t | form moreefficient service. Notwithstanding 
as 
- | 3,549,857 dels. of the principal and 
year of Mr. Morgan's 
duced and how it was received.” Morgan applied to 
An extensive revival prevails at Middie-| the same ideas of houour and ET | 
ae union meetings have | he followed in his 
direction of Mr. 8S. M. | energy and success 
Sayford, State Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. | forward military 
The Rev. Dr. A. J. Gordon and Mr. Russell | of unbounded 
Sturgis were present, and so great was the | wasan executive : 
interest shown that no church edifice was | to public spesking, but when he thought it } 
large enough to hold the crowds that attended. | necessary, he expressed himself 
Subsequently, Mesers. H. M. More aod F. | directness, clearness. 
Winslow conducted services in the Town | action and thoughts, and no 
Hall, which was filled, notwithstanding the | ia talk. Governor Morgan 
unpleasant weather, some driving a distance | member of the Brick 
of seven miles. Meetings have been held | (Rev. Henry J. Van Dyke, jun., pastor), 
at noon in the straw shops, where a number | was President of ite Board of Trustees. 
of conversions have taken place. One| gave 100,000 dols. towards the land, 
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between the two leading explorers of the district may not be permitted to canse wat and 
bloodshed on the Congo, or in aay way to hinder the progtess of the Gospel.” 
From the above we also extract 


advice to the missionaries, consequently, is to make haste 
rejoice to see them as soon as possible on the waters of the 
they were delayed for a year or two than involved in strife or fighting. 
“An English company is now being formed in London for trade on 
the Germans are éhtering the country, and a Russian expedition is 
Earope is fairly alive at last to the importance of the new world of Central Africa, and a 
little patience will smooth away the most formidable of the i otr 
path. M. de Brazza advises our waiting awhile, consequently, before set*ling in the far 
interior, and for every reason we have concladed that it wi 
THE CHRISTIAN MISSION IN BOGYPT. 
The Rev. Dr. Lansing, writing from Cairo i 
.Presbyterian Charch of the United States, says : 
stations in the interior. I will conclude with a 
correspondence : 1. In all places, with two exceptions, the regular meetings were 
and in many places they were increased. At these two places the fear was so great 
Christians were all scattered for atime. 2. Though the Christians suffered much in pro- 


special meetings for prayer and fasting. In one place, we were informed (not by themselves, 
‘but by a person from a neighbouring village), they observed during the war twenty-two fast 
dayr, and this church speaks of (tod’s special providence over them, 4. Generally, while 
acknowledging the great work done by the English army, the confession is yet full and 
explicit that they owe their deliverance to the special interposition of God. In conclusion, 
while many at home feared that the mission work would be utterly broken up and 
scattered, we are eonvinced that the evangelical cause is to-day stronger in Egypt than it was 
six months ago.” 

_ CENTRAL AMERICA. 

The Moravian Missionary Report gives a remarkable account of a revival along the 
Moskito coast: ‘‘An outpouring of the Holy Spirit extending to nearly every station, is the 
inost important event we have to record concerning this mission. As early as April, signs of 
the movement appeared at Blewfields, which were not very striking, but were all the more 
deep and real. Bv the end of July the awakening became more general, and was at the 
same time atteuded with much more excitement, so taat some anxiety was entertaincd lest 
it should degenerate. Peoyte who had lived in sin, now, in intense alarm, sought pardon ; 
then, on receiving comfort, some gave themselves out to be the Lord’s chosen messengers ; _ 
‘they fell into an ecstatic condition, saw visions, and amnounced that they had received 
direct sommuications from the Lord. ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ became a common phrase 
amony; them, and formed the usual introduction to their imaginary prophecies and messages. 


The missionaries had no easy task devolving upon them to ‘discern the spirits,” and 
restrvin these extravagances, It was evident that the movement was not mere fanaticism, 


_ but unmistakably the work-of God's Spirit, and the more sober-minded Indians said plainly 


out any effort of ours. We can navigate in the interests of the Gorpel the waterway 

traversed by others in the interests of commerce, and, Without the heavy risks at present 

ag We ate inclined now to wait 

for an open door, rather to try and open one for ourselves, and meantime to make the ! 

evangelists the dear who seem to have given their hearts to Christ, and to be under the . 
inflaence of His Spirit. Having books in their language, we can now carry on their 

education more effectually ; and having stations built and in working order, the missionaries | 
will have more leisure to devote to the educational aad spiritual part of thelr work. Our | 
perty from the stoppage of business and | exactions | war party, and though a 

number were forced to join thé army of the rebeis, we have as yet heard of but one person 

who is missingpand he, we believe, was not a communicant, bat only an adherent to the 

Protestant Church, 3. While in some places they abstained froin singing, and in others from 

| their bells, sc as not .nnecersarily to excite the Muslim fanaticiam, they held many 

12 


were generally more tanstical than the Indiana 
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that these striking phersmena were only the beginning of their conversion. The Creoles 


INDIA. 

The Free Church of Scotland Monthly reports as follows about Santalia, in Upper 
Bengal: “The Santal Mission now possesses two PFincipal stations, one branch station, aad 
two out-stations. The two principal stations are Pachamba and Toondee. The former was 
the first post occupied by us in the Santal country, and es such is the more fully equipped 
of the two. It is little more than two years since wotk was begun in the district arovud 
the Toondee station. That which is at present known es the branch station of Chukye wus 
opened about three years ago. It lies to the north of Pachamba, and is well situated as a 


preachers stationed, and at the other two, The Christian agents of the mission are three. 
European missiouaries—the Rev. Andrew Campbell, Dr. Dyer, and Mr. W. H. Stevenson— 
twelve evangelists, and ten teachers. Of the Europeana, two reside at Pachamba, and one at 
Toondee. Of the native agents, seven evangelists and eight teachers are employed in connec- 
tion with the former, and five evangelists and two teachers with the latter. The Native 
Church is in a satisfactory condition. It numbers in all 212 g0u's. Of these, 92 are mem- 
bers ia full commrnion, 34 are baptized adult adherents, and 86 are children. During the: 
past year 31 were taptized, 18 from heathenism and 13 children of Christian parents. Io 
speaking of the Native Church, the Report for 1881 says: ‘ There are men and women con- 
nected with tht congregation who, we make bold to say, would be considered, and rightly 80, 
an honour to ar; church at home.’ Although considerable attention is given to education, 
the mission is peculiarly evangelistic. Of the native Christian agents, the majority are en- 
gaged exclusively in preaching to the heathen. The teachers also take advantage of the 


: “ ' Ramab, natives poured in from other hamlets 
At all our 
4 to cbtain comfort and advice for their anxious souls, and although we delayed with their 
were not thereby discouraged from joining the Charch. The inhabitants of 
baptiama, they 
t Kukalaya, who are in charge of the missionary at Kerata, asked urgently for s missionary 
ie for themecives. Unfortunately, Bethany was then vacant, in consequence of Br. Pinnock’s 
. a mental derangement, which necessitated his removal ; and Ramah also, since Br. Hersog’s 
e: death. In addition, Br, Lundberg, President of the Mission, returned to Europe in failing 
| health, where the Lord soon called him home. Two married brethren have recently gone 
hausted itself like fire 
7 out to Sill up the vaczucies. This awakening has not ex amongst 
5 straw ; ite blewing is continuing, and we cannot but long for like experiences in other 
mission-fields. More than 400 souls have already joined our Chur2h, and the brethren feel 
convineed of their honesty an‘ eincerity. At Karate alone, 211 persons have applied for 
| instruction previous to baptisra ; and so many came to hear the Word of life, that a large 
tént had to be erected outside the little church, to protect the overflow auditory from the 
sun. The Lord had also other purposes to be effected by the awakening, without which, in 
. all human protability, things would have looked dark indeed in the Moskito territory. 
} Since the month of May, 4 Creole at Blewficlds and some Spasiards have been concocting og 
4, plans for a political revolt. This man, who was deeply in debt, in consequence of his 
reckless and vicious living, bcped to improve his position by a general overthrow of ex- 
isting law and order. Daring the last service on New Year's night the confederates 
intended to take possession of the Government arsenal, kill the men in charge, and set fire 
to the town. This man wished to make himself Governor, and appoint « half-Indian 
chief. Their impatience to carry out their design, however, led them into acts of impra- 
dence, which gave the Government a valii reason for arresting him. To this the leader 
would not submit, and a struggle ensued, in which his brother was shot, and he himself 
mortally wounded. Now the plot and all the preperations were fully discovered, and the 
danger, which had been, averted. Many more Indians and Creoles would probably have 
| joined the rebels if the Spirit of the Lord had not been amongst them and directed their 
thoughts to other things. Moskito must have become « prey to Nicaragua had this con- 
: spiracy succeeded, as the Treaty of Managua in 1860 declares that, in the event of Moskito 
| failing to govern itself, or the chieftain being no Indiaw of pure blood, Nicaragua should be — 
| entitled to restore order and annex the country.” ry 
centre from which to reach the large Santal population inhabiling the district, 
i tended to make this a principal station as soon as funds can be procured to provide the ‘ 
: buildings, etc., necessary for the location of a European missionary. The two out-stations 
| are in connection with Pachamba, and only date from last year, At one there are three 
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pundved equare miles. He was pu: ists our mission schools when « boy, 
educated in a Christian way ; this man isa catechist, doing good work. Next to 


least.” | 

Dr. Chamberlain hae written « letter referring to Ube late rist st wise 
Hindus destroyed a Mobammedar. moeque. He concl letter thus : “ To secure 
impartiality, the case was taken from the hands of the judge of that district, and one ; 
moat noted and able judges of the presidency was sent to try the case; the prisoners—men of | 
wealth—)iad the best legal talent in the couatry at their command to defend them. Every 

. quirk and gxibble of the law was seized upon. The case has been watched with intense 


but the ringleaders are convicted and punished. The majesty of the law is maintained. 
Religious fanaticism is taught that none of its votaries are too high to » clutched by the 
power of secular law, and punisbed for deeds of violence even in the s-.red name of rcligion. 
There is one very singular circumetance in the case. One of the chief conspirators, as 
| is proved, is a native surgeon in the employ of Governmient on a good salary, and is a 
Romen Catholic! Yet Le was one of the leaders of this Hindu riot. It was explained in 
the evidence that there was a Roman Catbolic church in Shivapet, whose processions were 
west to pass by this moeque, and their music, too, had to be stopped. Hence it was 
equa!'y obnoxious to the Roman Catholics, Whether more of them joined in this 
dastardly deed is not yet shown. He was sentenced to transportation for 
The effect of this riot, and the trial and punishment of the offenders, will, I think, on 
the whole, be beneficial to the country, It will teach all classes to restrain their religious 
frenzy, and to respect the religious convictions of their neighbours. This condign punish- 
mett will tend to prevent outbreaks in other places where there is now irritation, Hindus 
and Mobammedans are in other places living om terms of’ perfect friendship, which this 
clashing in Salem has not interfered with. The Hindus are taught that althongh they 
are in the vast majority, being ten to one of all other religions, they must respect the rights 
of those professing other faiths. Our Christian churches and schools are the safer. God 
brings good out of evil.” 
The important Decennial Statietical Tables, for 1881, of Protestant Missions in India, 
Ceylon, and Burma, have been prepared for the Calcutta Missionary Conference by the Rev. 
J. Hector, of the Free Church of Scotland; the Rev. H, P. Parker, of the Church 
Missionary Society ; and the Rev. J. E. Payne, of the London Missionary Society. They 
are preceded by the iollowing interesting summary of the vesults shown by them. It will 
be seen that the increase in the number of native Christians in the last ten years has been 
much gteater than was supposed. In India proper the rate. of increase has been no less than 
86 per cent, Native Christians : Ratio of Increase.—The general summary of results given 
below shows an advance ali along the line, and in some of the most important items on a 
progressing ratio of increase. The number of native Christians in Iadia, Burmab, and - 
~ Ceylon was; In 1851, 102,951; in 1861, 213,370; im 1871, 318,363; in 1881, 
528,590, In India alone there were: In 1851, 91,092; in 1861, 138,731; im 1871, 
— 224,258 ; im 1881, 417,372. The rate of increase in India from 1851 to 1861 was about 
53 per cent.; that from 1861 te 1871 was61 per cent.; that from 187] to 1881 has been 86 
per cent. The Communicants.—The namber of communicants is, perhaps, the beat test of 
progress. In India, Burmah, and Ceylon the numbers stand thus :—For 1851, 17,306 ; for 
1861, 47,274 ; for 1871, 78,494 ; for 1881, 145,097. In India. alone the nambers are > 
For 1851, 14,661 ; for 1861, 24,976; for 1871, 52,816 ;for 1881, 113,325. Thus the 
number nearly doubled between 1851 and 1861 ; it more than dovhied between 1861 and ~ 
1871; and it has more than doubled between 1871 and 1881. pe 


wun 


: nounced. Twelve of the fourteen were convicted. No. 1, a wealthy merchant, was sentencei 
to transportation for life, and the others to various terms from three to seven years, with 
heavy fines besides. India breathes freer to-day. A hundréd more prisoners await their irial, 
| 
| 
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PRAYER FOR P<RLIAMENT. 


but the hour was spent in solemn and earn 
manifest in the meeting, and meny at the close expressed their thankfuluces for the 


opportunity afforded for thus publicly and unitedly calling upon Him who hath said 
that none shall seek His face in vain. 7 
ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE, May 15, 1883. 

The Council anticipate the pleasure of again meeting members and friends at the 
Annual Conversazione, which hae been arranged to take place at Regent's Park College, 
through the kind permission of the Rev. Priucipal Angus, one of the Honorary Secretaries 
of the Alliance, on May 15, from foar to six o'clock, The President, the Right Hon. Lord 
Polwarth, will preside. On former occasions the power of the Holy Spirit has rested upoa 
these gatherings of God’s people, amd the Council invite earncet prayer that the coming 


reunion may be abundantly blessed. = 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL — 


The usual monthly meeting of Council Mise Carter, Tw 
was held on Thureday, March 1; the Treasurer Miss F Leo 
presiding. The Scriptures were read by the Mien 
Chairman, and prey was offered by the Rev. Capt. doe Wells. 
| Mrs. Ballock, Tunbridge W 


The Council of the Evangelical Alliance have lately had their attention drawn to the 
consideration of the subject of Atheism and the Legislature—a matter which at the prasent 
time is greatly agitating the minds of many who desire to see the Constitation of the 
country maintained in ite allegiance to God. The great objects which the Evangelical 
Alliance seeks to promote, although purely religious, are nevertheless in full sympathy with 
all that is good and righteous im the educational and moral well-being of the people. 
The Evangelical Alliance never enters the political arena, but, consistently with the 
principles adopted at ite formation in 1846, it avoide.all participation in the political 
questions of the day. This attitude of the society was, however, never intended to render 
¢ its members cold and indifferent to the public recognition of God by the State; bat, on the 
contrary, all its operations have been characterize! by fidelity to Him and His Holy Word, 
“by whom kings reign, anf princes decree justice.’ The increase of infidelity aod 
lawlessness among certain clases of the community is a sign of the times of the gravest 
moment, and the Council felt that the present season of distraction was a most suitable one 
for united prayer ‘‘ that the name of God might always be honoured in the Statate-book 
and by the Legislature of the Nation.” 
A yublic meeting for united prayer was thereforé convened in Exeter Hall, on the 
9th of March, at 4-r.u. ; Donald Matheson, Erq., took the chair. No addresses were given, 
The following persons were unanimously | Men Lawton, 
admitted to membership :— Jes. Phomeon, Esq., Stirling. 
Rev. J. Gosset Tanner, London. ) Miss Ward, Stirling. 
Rev. G. London. Jas. Johnston, 
Jas. Bromfield, Baq., London. “Mrs. Oliphant 
Rev. W. H. London. | Rev. J. Campbell, Burling 
W. Johnson, Esq., London. Miss 
Ret, Thon Brock | 
J. 8. Ondlip, ion | Thos. Menzies, Heq., Stirling. | 
Miss 8. Norwich. | Rey. Carter, x.4., Bridge of Allan. — 
Rev. Norwich. Thos. Hannay, Bridge of Allan. 
Mr. Grimson, Norfolk. | Mrs. Hannay, Bridge of 
A. Baker, Esq., Tunbridge Wells. Mrs. Robert , Bridge of Allan. - | 


(Apel 
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David Black, Eaq., Bridge of Allan. Cheltenham. 
‘Kens Shel 
Galashiels. 
C. He. | 
| 
, Eeq., Metrose. 
Kensington. 
‘ on, Hight ny. 
Nicholls, 
larchot, Bedford. 
oe, 
Gloucester. 
| 
Talbot | 
om, Gloncester, 
-- Gloucester. 
cester. 
Rev. Clifford Aston, Cheltenham vor -Mare. 
Lady Cheltenham. Miss E. Hoes, Weston super Mave 
dt Col rind Chel 
Col. Aldworth, Chels The Secretaries presented reports of theiy 
4 Mrs. Aldworth, Cheltenham, Tits to the Provinces, and also of drawing. 
Col Porbes |Toom meetings held in and 
Mra. Johnson | column.) The Council expressed their warm 
Surg. -General Cheltent am. | ation of the valuable service rendered 
Hetiaman, Cheeni by the numerous friends in opening their 
ison, Eeq., Cheltenham. | houses for meetings on behalf of the 


4 
> 
. 


a desire for quarterly meetings for prayer the fine old Evangelical Alliance is stil! hold- 
was expressed. ing its levées in provincial drawing-rooms, I 

During the past few weeks, Mr. Arnold bave a vivid remembrance of being present 
bas attended meetings, held on behali of the | at the first great gathering of the Alliance 
Evangelical Alliance, in various parts of the held in London, and which drew to it people 
country and in London. 
A public meeting of the Tunbridge Wells How many of the brethren 
Branch was held-on January 30, in the | called 
| Mechanics’ Hall, General Yorke presiding. | the 


; _ The Revs. A. H. Smith, E. G. Cecil, G. Jones, | also Dr. Steane, of Camberwell, the apostie of 
, W. Guest, and H. We>b-Smith took part in| love. Perhaps lovers of peace have more 
the proceedings, and Mr. Arnold gave an promise of life 1 
account of the recent work of the Alliance, | earth than 
Fe referring specially to the Week of Prayer, and strife, and 
will 


these 
i also spoke of the efforts made on behalf of Baptists or Presbyterians, 
3 persecuted and oppressed Christians, from or anything of the ki 
ri time to time, by the Evangelical Alliance. The bers of the Evangelical Alliance. pity 
address was listened to with much interest, that what is found enough to unite Christians 
and some of the ladies and gentlemen present in heaven fails to de eo to any great extent 


3 Alliance. | At Bridge of Allan, the Rev. James and 
| On February 12, and following days, Mr. Mrs. Muir kindly convened « i 
Arnold visited several towns in Scotland. meeting at Sunnylaw Manse. The inclemency 
be At Melrose, a public meeting was held in the of the weather prevented 2 large attendance, 
| Independent Uharch ; the Rev. Dr. Allardyce, | but mach ioterest was awakened by the 
. of Bowden, presiding. The Revs. Dr. Herd- address. The Rev. Dr. Rose and others took © 
man, H. Stevenson, W. Crombie, and others part in the meeting. 
took part in the proceedings ; the Secretary Ou Wednesday, March 7th, a drawing- 
giving am address on the principles and work | room meeting was held, by the kindness of 
of the society. : Mrs. Hitchcock, at her residence in Norfolk 


On February 19, Mr. Arnold reached Stir- 
ling, where a drawing-room meeting had been | always took in the 


| Secretary's statement, | 
operations society 
kindly convened by Mr. and Mrs. Macluckie. | he himself l oe ; 
| was glad to have the opportunity 
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There was a lange attendance of ledies and 
warm interest was excited by the addresees, 
/ of these gentlemen, most of the ministers of the 
| 
he The greatest atlention was given to the ing, = 
ee address, and a very lively interest was many ad-litonal members were enrolied on 
manifested by all present. At the close of this occasion. In the evening of the same 
4 the meeting, friends gave their names to day, the Secretary had also the opportunity 
fi of meeting a number of Christian friends at 
% the residence of the Rev. Dr. Frew, who . 
referred to a letter which he bad received 
" from the celebrated preacher, Dr. W. B. 
Reberteon, of Irvine. After expressing regret 
a that an important engagement prevented him 
from attending the meeting in the afternoon, 
More members were added to the branch, and Dr. Robertson said : “I am glad to see thet 
; were alterwards enrolled as m rs of the on earth. Bat things will come better yet.” 
wee 


2 


4 


different 


BE 


brethren ; and Mr. McArthur, on behalf of 
himeelf and Mra. McArthur, welcomed those 


present. 
The Rev. Dr. Wright, of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, in referring to Mr. 


Calvert, late missionary at Fiji, who was_ i 


present, said that the society had agreed 
to publish an edition of the Scriptures in the 
Fiji language, Mr. Calvert undertaking to 
correct the proofx- He said that, in addition 
to the privilege of reading the Bible in our 
own we bad the privilege of dis 
tributing it in the i 

believing in the power of 


been built on Mount Hermon and in 
Palmyra. The Crusades bad left in Palestine 
memory green in execration. They were a 
gigantic failure, because the weapons of their 
warlare were carnal. We now send men and 
women into the world to establish Christianity ; 
the weapons of their warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through the Spirit to the pulling 
down of the strongholds of sip and Satan. 


EVANGELIUAL CHRISTENDOM. 123 
mee ag approved of its convened a drawing-room meeting at their 
The Rev. Dr. Fraser briefly | residence, Leegomery Howe, Wellington, 
ME EEE great aim of the Alliance, to| Salop; and on March 16, Miss Collins, of 
Treva, Warwick, gathered friends at ber 
house. The Secretary had the opportunity 
on each of these occasions of pleading the 
cause of Christian union, and showing the 
influence, direct and indirect, exerted by 
their | the Alliance during the past thirty-six years. 
ME «2views on some points of minor) By the kind arrangement of the Rev. John 
importance, they combined to show the one- | Hartley, Mr. Arnold addrewed the students, 
ness of Christ's Obureh. Mr, Arnold followed | and a few other invited friends, at the 
with an address on the work of .| Wesleyan Oollege, Handsworth, Birmingham, 
— on March 19. Much interest was awakened, 
asaem bled , and some of those present expressed their 
Edge. On March 15, Mr. and Mn, Alliance. 
‘ 
On given the Jews the New Testament in 
meeting of the Hebrew, the fifth edition of which is in the 
Alliance was held press. Referring to Damascus, the speaker 
Alexander McArthur, Erq., stated that now two Christian churches had 
Hall, Brixton Rise. After tea and coffee 
had been served, the company of about 100 
persons assembied in the drawing-room, under 
the presidency of the host. After the 
singing of a hymn, the Scriptures were read 
and er offered vy several ministers and 
Religions Tract Society, said it was founded 
n 1799. The Bible Society has the advan- 
tage of concentrating its energies in sproading 
the one book. The Religious Tract Society 
is subsidiary, but all ite literature is based 
upoh the Bible ; and as preaching is ordained, 
so religious literature necessarily follows. It 
had been the parent of numerous other | 
societies, and works through them in pro- 
ducing and circulating books end tracts. 
its own work. No society had done more to| The Paris Society was founded in 1820, and 
bring Christian people together; it was,| many others followed. The Religious Tract 
indeed, a great Evangelical Alliance itself. | Society works hand in hand with missionary 
: It commenced its work in 1804, It was! societies all over the world. Its publications 
estimated that there were at that time only} are placed in the hands of the converts, . 
about 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 of copies of the | under the motto, “‘ Litera scripta manet.” 
Duriog the last five years new-versions in| and is an Evangelical Alliance in action. 
sixty-one languages had been issued by the; Mr. A. J. Arnold, Secretary, epoke briefly 
society; about 3,006,000 of copies were fa, 
distributed annually. There are now sixty | there was increased interest in the observance 
other societies, of which the British and of this season in many parts of the world. - : 
Foreign Bible Society was the forerunner,| The meeting was closed with the Benedic- 
and these send out about 2,000,000 copies | tion, and the company adjourned to pertake 
yearly. Recently the Christian Church has | of refreshments. 
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DEATH OF THE HON. WILLIAM 

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 

Ata meeting of the Evangelical Alliance 

held in the city of New York, February 17, 

1883—Morris K. Jesup, Esq., one of the Vice- 

Presidents, in the chz:z—the following minute 
“The Evangelical Alliance of the U 


- States mourns the death of its honoured and be- 


loved President, the Hon. William E. Dodge. 
Called to that eminent position at the forma- 
tion of the Alliance, he held the office down 
to his sudden decease, February 9, 1883 ; 
discharging all its duties with great ability, 


public with zeal in its behalf by his eloquent 
appeals ; representing it personally in foreign 
lands, and in many parts of our own ; contri- 
bating largely of his means to its support ; 
and, above All, in his life and example, illus 
trating and commending the broad, liberal, 
unseciarian, and Catholic principles and objects 
of the institution which now Jaments his de- 


re. 
“The “Alliance would bow with humble 
submission to the will of God, whose thoughts | 
are higher than our thoughts, praying Him 


_ to make this event the means of stimulating 


thore who remain to be mere faithful and 
zealous in the great work of the Alliance, 
drawing its members into closer fellowship, 
and so much the more as we see the day 


approaching when we too shall rest from our 
jabours. 


“ Blessing God for the bright example and 


peaceful death of our departedand now glori- 
fied leader and friend, we commend to the 


widow and sons bereaved the consolations of 
the Gospel, and ask for thm the tender care 


E. DODGE, PRESIDENT OF THE 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 


liance abroad. 
(Signed) K. Jusvr, 
President pro tem. \ 
Parur Scmarr, 
8S. Inuw acs Pats, 
Secs.” 


“ When he was twelve years old he became 
a Christian, and he carried the life and 
power of religion into trade, infusing his 
spirit into all its channels, acquiring a name 
that was better than the riches which flowed 

with covery revolving year. With the 
increase of wealth, his style of living was 
‘advanced, and his house on Murray Hill has 
long been known as one of the best in the 
city. Here he surrounded himself with 


of Christ, their elder Brother. \ 


books and works of art and the laxaries 
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| to visit the re, ond “A copy 
| and in 
let me 
| has been 
Sandwich 
ment of 
souls 
read 
and 
We 
Chinese labourers, of whom we have now | 
about 270 in the island.” 
A correspondent writes: 
Tt is farther ordered that a copy of this 
minute be sent, with the assurance of our 
deep sympathy, to the afflicted family, and to 
| each of the branches of the Evangelical Al 
obituary notice from which we extract the 
fidelity, and usefulness; presiding at its | following sentences >= ee 
public meetings, inspiring the Christian| “The Hon. William E. Dodge, an eminent 
i Christian, philaathropist, and citizen, sad- 
denly passed into glory on the morning of 
a Friday, February 9, 1883, in the serenty- : 
eighth year of his mortal life. 
Mr “So fully rounded out with the virtues 
:, that—adore humanity, so free from the im- 
perfections that often mar the character of 
+ the good, so fall of usefalness and honoar, 
o crowned with love in public, social, and 
r domestic life, it is hard to say what was his 
: highest excellence, in what department of — 
: the world’s work he was the most efficient, & 
i, — and where his loss will be the most sadly 
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means of periodicals, in Eatope, in the | in spreading the appeals in future years ; so 


| 
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